her 


- ABSTRACT 


- differences in gender in reading level and reading readiness, in 


e se — DOCUMENT RESUME: LE ee RR GR ge 
. Bp 34 948 | i deo " > i “Ss 003 204” 


AUTHOE '* Gross, Alice Dzen ese ese. 3%, 
TITLE. _ « . The Relaticnship between Sex Differences and Reading ae Sa 
| Abilaty: a Study of Children's ie ai acai an an. a. 
Israeli Kibbutz a alicia 


PUA DATE 76 . a 
NOTE |. - * 9Spes ‘inchs sipeanted at the Anngal Heeting of ‘tea 
- Internaticnal Reading Association Worid Congress gn an 
_ Reading (6th, Singapore s August 17-19, a978)- why ‘ 7 
_ BDRS PRICE KE-$0.83 HC-$1.67 Plus Postage. | Sie alts Pay E 


DESCRIPTORS Cerebral Dosinance; Elementary Education; Maturation; a ae 
: Physical Health; *Reading Ability; feading a ae 
ate iene Research; *Sex ares Y 


~ This s mdy te sted two al dee diane’ 


‘education: that. reading ability in the SLaneneary, grades is 4) Ps) \« 

~@ ebezents ited by sex and that, boys experience a'h 

- re matey ‘@isability than do girls. In addition, three biological 
pied is for this difference were tested: maturational lag, 


igher dactddace” of| / (7 


ay dominance, and vulnerability of the sale organisa. A bebrew ; 
raaalng: Comprehension test was administered to secdnd graders and 
fifth graders in an Israeli kibbutz, chosen becayse of t lack of | 
separation cf boys and girls, the relative lack of differentiation of 
socialization practices, ‘and the availability ofiuniforaly maintained 
medical, developmental, and educational records. ,kesults shaped no 


frequency of occurrence of reading. disability, ia saturational lag, 
in sixed dominance, nor in 12 selected indices of psychopathology in 
si a Tables of esnetuge illustrate the texti (98) 
oi €- ® Ld as 
my : . a. 


, ’ 


TIT IST ICICC CI rrr ret Tr irer rire ritirr rrr rerrerrietirtrity errr irri ire ior 
Documents acquired by ERIC include many teal unpublished. 
materials not available from other sources. ERIC makes every effort 
to. obtain the best copy available. Nevertheless, items of marginal . 
reproducibility are often encountered and this;affects the quality 


via the ERIC Documsent Reproduction Service (EDRS). EDRS is not 
responsible for the guality of the original document. Reproductions ' 


supplied by EDRS are the best that.can be made ,from the original. . 
98999998 994899 SESS SPENSER EDEREDORERE SEAS EERE SEDERESSESESERENEER ESSERE 


* * 
* * 
* * 
* * 
* of the sicrcfiche and hardcopy reproductions BRIC sakes available * 
i * 
* * 
* + 
* * 


| ad : RE f 
. - Wee 33 a te oe 
oar b PEs 5 by 
a. H , Us. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, 
: EOUCATION & WELFARE 
; NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
‘ " EDUCATION 


‘THis DOCUMENT HAS BEEN REPRO- 

OUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM 

¢ THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGINe 

4 Fc ATING IT POINTS OF: VIEW OR OPINIONS: 

s THIS COPY- . 

, Raoatn te eaes ranean it _” STATEO DO NOT NECESSARILY REPRE- 
‘ SENT QFFICIAL NATIONAL roticy OF 


Alice Dzen Gross ‘°" , !_ EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY 
ahs ae a ; ; 


A 


-~ 


a a 
O ERIC AND ORGANIZATIONS OPERATING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH THE NATIONAL IN- 
* TstituTE OF EDUCATION, FURTHER REPRO- 


~~ ED 134948 


OUTSIDE THE ERIG SYSTEM RE * ' ta ff Bh ag 


7 


rs sy 


‘ 


“? rt coe Si a 
. ‘ . 
ed ’ 
pee tt Tae ar 

° . ¥ 


ALICE DZEN GROSS: 
Assistant Dean * 
Unfiversity College - 


‘ v 


P: pera Sk iia Pe Rhodedsland. in 


aoe rr ee 
e x 7 eo. , 


Kingston, ° R.I, 02881 + * 
- my 


: pet PERMISSION OF THE COPYRIGHT ' ~ fe P f ; 

OWNER ~ i : - A ; e 
»-[* +f, * . | (THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SEX DIFFERENCES 
3 ae ri AND READING ABILITY: A STUDY OF’ CHILDREN'S F , 

EES wt PERFORMANCE IN AN ISRAELI KIBBUTZ SYSTEM | ; ae 
x “ & 7 gf ‘4 , c 2 4 
' SIXTH WORLD CONGRESS ON READING OF fae’ SS wee 
= INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION co, eS A 
a eo ae ee ee ah 
fon gh “ 2° ge 3 AUGUST 19, ‘1976 : 7 
Lie, Fg _. SHANGRI-LA HOTEL ; 7 
ON 3 e: { . 
SINGAPORE e. ‘ k 
Ps 
e 
Cd , v 
me x : . 
p ) 
| v / 
3 wt %e et ° 
etd 
ff 
=: / 
. a | 
‘ i 


.. . ' ©)" §pe-TH WORED,CONGRESS ON READING OF Tae 4 
ci norte INTERNATIONAL READING ASSOCIATION : 


5 G ‘ 
a git » . . P if 5 | 


m “Wien. G8 Mare : eilaget -La Hotel’ ‘ | mh : 


mar ' aay 


_-, . AND READING ABILITY: TEEN SE OF CHILDREN'S . 
| , PERFORMANCE IN AN ISRAELI KI BUTZ § TEM. Sn. deat Tate 


r & 


August 19, 1976 <a “a a ee 


Singapore 


é . tions in American Education. Firet, that pails ability the. gate! ee 


reading disabitiy than girls. In acai the evidence ten nt to end we 


(Brimer; 1969; Johnson, 1974) and one German tidy y (P eston, 982). me 


respect to séx differences in reading abilitysend chan ¥ raise doubts 


as i / about the three widely Becepied. hlological explanations | of guch differ- . e 


ences. These three biological theories: "Maturational ag": ; "Cerebral: Rs 


‘4 
Domfrance" and “Vulnerability of the Male Organism" ” aye been used by 


; in order to over- ~ 


ainers to ii a ad girls are, better eeedets than bo 


Se wee 
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* 
e 


4 


rom other’ cultures, this study. was undertaken. 


“athe pa ioviae culture. used to fest t these assumptions -was 


: a ass system. vithin the State of Israel. This ‘apectfic population / 
1 "e ’ : ‘ : f 


or Pod 


is most appropriat to test hypotheses about sex differences due to thei 


. 


—fellesogny: ‘and pr. tices. In oka the, lack of seein of boys ane ; 


2 | birth én all kibbutz members. (Kaftman, 1965). 


~ 


The specific Fesearch hypotheses employed in y Teebine these f othe 


assumptions about reading were as follows: 
a 3 General Reading Performance | . 
. ant . 
| 1 v Kibbutz Artzi mre and. siry' in inane 2 and 5 will not 


New 


4 


’ \ ie a = 5 ; 
VS l tm \ 3 : ” ' ., 


P) 


st was the Ortar, "Reading Comprehension Test" 
developed ‘and\normed in,Israel, 


Maturational: Lag Theory ee fae mt ws. Se Pipe wiag he be 


2. Kibbutz boys beginning’ Ist geads wild not show sig- 


a) BitiCant differences redding yeadiness ‘test! scores: as compared 
{2 "7 


a 
“y 


to Publ girls in beginning Ist'grade. ~ : ck a ! 
Cerebral Dominance Theory gt : 
3.a. Kibbutz boys in gneder 2 and 5 classified as 
ss ey . 


"reading disabilities” will not show a significant differ enue bn a test 


: be atin a x 
for cerebral dominance as ie a to kibbutz-girls, in grades 2.and , 


‘ 


5 classified ee ‘reading disabilities" é . a ‘ 
3.b. Kibbutz boys and girls in grades 2 and 5, classified 
vas "reading disabilities" will not show a significant ‘Gitference on‘a test — 
of cerebral dominance as conipared ‘toa matched kibbutz group who are’ 
classified as superior readers. : : . , ‘ ; 
3. . Kibbutz boys in grades rf — 5 classified as “reading 
disabilities" will not show a ‘significant difference on a test of cerebral | 


W 


\ ; 2 fe a ve 
dominance as cdmpared to a matched sample of kibbutz boys,who are 


: 
. : 
Fs org ro nt 


classified as superior readers! : - : Divscsiete 

‘ Vunerability of Male Orgarism Theory ° . a 
. 4.a. An analysis of the medical records of kibbutz boys.and 
es in grades 2 and § defined as "Reading disability". will not disclose 


higher proportion of overall pathology| r the boys as compared to the 


. 


girls. ‘3 oo ha. od 


Reading readiness was assessed by the Bender Gestalt Perfo mance. 
of Baek sii iain using | the Koppitz (1975) scoring system. oe oe 


ae 
. a ° \ 


‘2 a 
Pathology in this study is defined by Hanlzents (1963) criteria which 

includes: stuttemppg, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, mental retardation,/ |. 

chilthood retardation, childhood Ratna bia brain damage, oe Py 


tte paEN GROSS 


“Procedure 


‘ 
e ie ry 


ee nee pas > Administration. of a.Hebrew nea Compre ension ~ 


in‘Israel. ‘The scores ‘served as a basis for tering the firs hypotieeias oe ms 

tthe . \ | a 4g ; . 

i” 2 and answering the question, are sex differences in reading vident | ;on 
i ‘ Ris: 


‘ the jaracti kibbutzim as in other Societies ? These scores’ ere pitas used. 
to discriminate two: shia -groups within the tested population; \superior readers 

x 7 and digabled readers. ‘The criterion OE. a superior reader was a-score with- 

oe in the th percentile of the Israeli norms. The criterion f | 


o 


reader was a score within the lowest 15% of. the individual's class as well as 


a disabled 


ek a 
were administered th ee test for 
\ ‘ +. 


oo his/her’ referral for reading remediation, : ; ’ 
s. <= |The ywo sub- iia 


ud cerebral dominance: : .° . 
©. 2 a : io 
oe a0) "Eyedness" - ‘defined by the eye the child was wbserved to. 


‘ r 


oe _ ase to see through a microscope. 4 a a sig : . 
” E- : (2} Handedness" determined by the hand ihe child was observed 
‘ : : - to use iaiwting (b) holding a spoon, and (c)’ throwing a ball. - " 
- “F .° : i ca : Tf. the individual: was bunerved to use the same hand for two of: a. 
ae . _ the three ae and th the hand used was on the. same side as. the eye used for 


ae 
VY. 


\ sighting): ‘he Was considered to Have | 'dominance", The findings for this test 
\ served as\a basis for testing the Cerebral, Dominance ‘hypothesis. . 
ha | : : “ag ah In additicn, these two shi -groups:dlifferentiated by reading 
. level, were evaluated on M additional indexes of pathology - (1) opgante 


ad 
ae ns | ' ‘ ray 
/ 


-e FI ° speech defects, (2) cerebral palsy, (3), epilepsy, (4) mental retardation, 


¢ . ss 


as | (5)schizophrenia, (6) minimal bra{n damage (7) premature birth, (8) preg- et oe 
~nancy complications, (9) birth ¢omplications, (10) emotional disturbance AF ‘ 


te ae 


; (11) Sunt ae’ and 2) ida detects. 


° 9 id x ee oes 
x . a oe .” ip 
= ® .  <F . 


° 


1a .  Resutts * . : / 


-— — 
: " Ip 
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This data was derived f rom careful examination of the] - 


" ‘ 


medical records of the central-kibbutz clinic, on these children seen: 


; . A 
the clinic. The kibbutz clinic is one of the few places in the Wester 


be accurately observed. The distinction between these terms will be 
discussed more fully in the 'conclusion' section. 


| The nature of this distinction permits an adeqate tast of 
Toe ‘ 2 


the beginn ing of the term-semester. Their scores were used as t 


with which to test the "Maturational Lag" hypothesis. Koppitz's Rating 


System was employed on all. test protocols. : e | ogi 


_ This research tested waver theories pLepOr tig to explain 


sex differences and related reading Penermace: The intent was to invest- 


ae whether or not AB BEINE subjects. to ‘groups by sex, is any more mean- af / 


“ingful for purposes of understanding reading disabilities than assigning sub- | / 49 


\jec ts at Pangony, 


, é The null hypothesis was emphasized because of the way most * 


data on sex differences find their way into the literature. Most often the problem 
- Sa, ae. set 
lies in the failure to report findings of no difference. We are aware, of course, 


. that no amount of negative evidence "proves" that no sex dif ferences exist. How- 


“¢ 


ever, when measures do demons mate some power, in the sense of being'reli- 


‘able and valid, but still do not distinguish between the sexes, there is all the 


* dé : <4 
4 * * 
s t ae i: % > | ae: 
‘i ery . 
; 


¥. : “. “ of 


“© 


NN 


a 


more r gason to include them ina tally as genuinely negative ‘findin 
On the whole, we concur with Maccoby (1974) "Omission of negalive’ ” 


findings Aconeiiekants indre frequent than the omission of positive 


1 
findings". 


<2 


‘ 
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¢ 


5 restatement of each hypothesis, a Pineenbenee of the ‘ 


, accompanying data analysis, followed by statemerfs of acceptance 0 or 


rejection of each hypotheses, will be the format followet for prekenting» 


the. results. : 


e 
. 


- | | ed a i: 


Kibbutz boys and giris in grades 2 and 5 


General Reading Performance i 


will not. show significant differences in’ leis is perfermance as evidenced va 


by a comparison of the mean .male sisal. test sore to the mean female 


, reading test score. 


ts 


A 2-way analysis of var ange performed on the reading test 


_ scores produced the following results: 


Table I: 2-way analysis of Variance; Reading Scores by Grade and Sex 


SOURCE OF VARIATION 
MAIN EFFECTS 
GRADE 
OER ge ate 


2-WAY INTERACTIONS 
GRADE SEX 


RESIDUAL 
TOTAL 


o . * 

Maccoby, E.; Jatklin, C. 
Stanford, California: 
. *. z j 


, | 


DF | 
2 


| ’ 
jen « 
1 \ 
| 
’ 


1 


MBAN 
SQUARE 


28. 
30. 
26, 


80. 
80. 


86. 


85. 


907 
358 


819 


654 
654 


096 


488 


of Sex Differences 


niversity 


8 


The Psycholog iffer 
Stanlord U ity Press, 1977 (p. 5) 


° 


SIGNIF 


‘OF -F 


0.999 
0.999 
0.999 


0.999 - 
0.999 


er 


_ Hypotheati lis accepted as stated" The data point up, | a 


ALICE DZEN GROSS 


. great clarity that kibbutz hoye and aid performed lie well on the i ty - 


‘reading aie 
a. * © Additional usef ail pileeeatlan derioed from an analysis 

of the reading test scores were: number and percent of readihg disabled 
and superior readers amorgst both boys and girls. 


Number of Reading Disabled and Superior Readers ~ ‘ " * 
utz Population o 


The above: findings are the reverse of the PEASLERS in other é 
A summary of the U.S. hs as dealing with sex-ratio in 


reading Sat will be ‘Presented below to point up this Strong contrast. 


\ Sex Differences: in needing Disability at Primary: achoot Age "stk 


in chronolo ical order 


Monroe (1932). 
Kopel & Geerded (1933) 
Durrell (1940) 


> 
tee ei 89 * a 
ss { 
‘ 


Bentzen (1936) 


Critchley (gd) 


Epes e Nag Hy 


bee 


Tae 


Mumpower (1966) 
ee A.J. (1970) , 


* wt, 
f : ae 


~ 


, « ® Rh a * » ‘4 [ 


ig ' 


grades 
Superior ‘ Percent cs 
Readers of Population | 
43 “40% 
26 age “28% 


Oo. Shi su 3 
Boys” x Girls: 
ae ie (Re 
8 l 
Yee l 
‘ 
4-9 l 
eek 1 
o 
5 l 
: 9 l 
« 3 l 
v8 1 
a, 
G4 1 ' 
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Each of ene three pryéiological cheoriee noted earlier, 


~ 


purporting to explain a higher: incidence of reading disability arhongst 


boys, was subjected to empirical testing. ve 


ee ¢  Maturational Lag" was the first physiological thbory’ te to - 

: be tested. In ack it heen that girls are consfter ed to be-more.ad- 
vanced Yevelopmentally than boys and thus se ready to learn to read sooner. 
Hypothesis II- Kibbutz boys in haotnniig first grade will not 

_ Show significant differences in pieading readiness test scores as compared to,. 
kibbutz girls in bekinning first grade. This hypothesig was tested through a 4 
’ comparison of nfeans of EEneee, Gestalt test scores of boys and girls. 

a A men test was performed on these scores with the following ; 
results: : | ‘ hy a 


: Table IV: Distribution ‘of Bender- serial Scores by ar. fora Kibbutz _ 
| | "5. Age Group: of 6. 0-6.5 year olds 4 ‘ 
7 4 ait Soe ee 


SEX, N ‘MEAN S.D. — 1S.D.\ tm Level of Significance 
Boys 42 7.020 - §,24 2,24- 12.24 Oe ae 

. °5 © NONE f 
Girls \ 55. 6.454 5.62 2,62 - 7.62- : . 


‘The hypothesis is accepted as stated. There is no evidence of 

significani\sex: differences in terms of test &core means for the first graders, 
"The second physiological theory to be tested was the theory of . 

"cerebral dormingnoe’, In capsule form, this theory suggests that eoaniie 
. disability results from fii of dotiinnins of one cerebral hemisphere, | The: 
condition of incomplete dapebudl dominance is: purported to ‘be more prevalent 
' amongst boys than girls. It is' deducted, thepelore, that reading disabilities 
are| ~— prevalent among. beys than girls. 

This theory Was tested as follows: a ' 

Hypothesis Ill - . : . ‘ 

A. Kibbutz boys in grades 2 and 5 classified ag ieeading disabilities" 


10 


; on ety Ono ALICE pe GROSS 


h.« 


Tf ee a 


compared to kibbutz girls in oe 2 and 5 classified as "winding| dis-_ 
1 


abilities", ce ‘ 


ie ; B. Kibbutz boys and, girls in grades 2 and 5, classified a 


if ending disabilities" will not show a ‘significant ¢ difference ona test for 


cerebral dominance, as compared to a matched kibbutz group who are 


> a ? * 
classified as "superior peadewl!, ih * of a ; ; 


: Cc. “Ribbats boys in grades 2 and 5 clagsitied as teasing dis- ; 
6 abilities" 2 not Show a Significant difference on a test for cerebral ta, 


dominance as compared to fibbutz boys in arts 2 and 5 classified as © ! 
# "auperior readers" : ‘ 3 ' ~ 


2-way Chi-square analysis of the data were performed for each, 
. : p 


of the preceding hypotheses dealing with cerebral dominance. The results, i 


*. 


are illustrated in the following 3 aims tables: 


) Table V: 2-way Chi- angus Analyt of Sex by Pas >, 


DOMINANCE NON-DOMINANCE . ~ 
_ Reading © ae ee 6 

, Disabled ies 
i ot Boys 


SEX 


Reading 6 
Disabled 
Girls 


atl 


ee COLUMN. | we 12 
. TOTAL 3 


. _ CORRECTED CHI SQUARE = . ° 0. ot 40 WITH l DEGREE OF FREEDOM 


SIGNIFICANCE sexs ‘0. aeee 


» 
‘ 


\ j t i og ' { ss fry oh 


- OF * 
100.0 - 


eM 10. 
ALICE DZEN GROSS. _ 
5 
* . " 2 eee 
‘____ Table. VI:_2-WAY CHI-SQUARE ANALYSIS OF READING LEVEL BY DOMINANCE 
¥ . / . : ‘ 


Ld 


Wy = 


- COUNT oy 


ROW PCT , ©— a ee ee 
COL PCT DOMINANCE. . NON-DOMINANCE - TOTAL 
TOT PCT 
eee - | 
a 25.02 13 Y= AOS aN a 25 
‘READING . 52.0 48.0 ‘ _ 26.9 
DISABLED 26.0 a. oe Be anu. ee ae 
14.0 12.9 : \ ;, 
2a } b i" 
37 31 “ 68 
54.4 45.6 73-1" 
74.0 72.1 “ 
* 39.8 9.3 af 
Oey elGae fis eee, ic es “elas x 
- COLUMN . - 50 43 ; a, SPe Fe oe —-: 
TOTAL 53.8 48.2 Bho | 100.0. , yey 
CORRECTED CHI SQUARE ==. “6, 00077 WITH | DEGREE OF FREEDOM : 
4 a SIGNIFICANCE = oe : 


| S ; 


Table VI: 2- WAY ¢ CHI-SQUARE ANALYSIS OF Seen LEVEL BY DOMINANCE 


COUNT. ¢ Dae ROW 
ROW PCT DOMINANCE , *. NON-DOMINANCE' TOTAL 
COL PCT a * ‘ 
TOT PCT 
sb dao ie eee qroccc ccs ce cece i ia Seo ana aos Sa Sse iw nee 
A ae se oc) oe 
DISABLED | 
BOY READERS 53.8 46.2 Be on, B86 
yo 24,2 27.8 . 
1237 10.9, . 
Pon ce ete ee c ewe ee ent eden eee eee eee 
, : 26 | . wb. OS gg BE ae 
SUPERIOR * 61.9 ; 38.1 . 76.4 
BOY READERS 78.8 oe » Meee yas & 
et o 47.30 29.1 - 
COLUMN , 33° 22. ait 8. tage ae 
TOTAL . 60.0 « 40.0, 100, 0, 
* CORRECTED CHI SQUARE = 0. 03777 WITH 1 DEGREE OF FREEDOM > 
OR : “SIGNIFICANCE = 0.8459 
: ca : . a 4 ; ‘ * 12 ‘ | a F : : . 
‘ : B : . , +’ j “ a ¥ : ¢ F 


« ae / * ; he Lt. ~ 
ed Se toe .? ALICE DZEN GROSS © 
¢ i : : . ‘ + ¥ 
eS "beth | 
ages . ~All hy potheses were coinfirmed : as erated, In other words, mp * 


significant differences had been shown to exist between Feading disabled 
boys and reading disabled girls; between a reading disabled population 


; -and a superior reading population; and between reading disabled boy-readers os 


* . - - are , : ¥ ; 
and superior boy-readers. ew 2 ae "2 
ao ‘ 


The third and’ last siainiegitat theory to be tested was the . . 
a 8 
“Vulnerability of the Male Organism" theory. This theory describes the 


fu 
male organiam as much more vulnerable to stress and trauma than the 
é . wet é& r 
a female organism. ‘It is this vulnerability which is ‘oiepakted to account 3 
5 e 
‘ for the uneven sex ratio in reading performance. This theory was tested 


) 


- in the form of the following 2. null hypotheses. 
3 Eg Hypothesis IV - a) 
ve Ss ' (a) An analysis of the ES ER records of kibbutz, boys and girls 
. in grades 2 and’ 5 defined as reading disabled will not‘disclose a higher 
‘ is ‘ . PRS PAEREE of oyerall pathology tor. the boys as compared to the gts 

. * (b) An analysis of the miical records of kibbutz boys and girls 
ee defined as superior readers will not. disclose a greater proportion of * | 


a4 


"overall pathology for the boys as compared to the girls. | . 
| The same 13 pathological indicators employed by Bentzen in 
a i “support of her theory, was employed a atudy. A Teoe was per- -¢ 
. formed on the mean scores at frequency in, pathological occurrence, 


The following results were found: : te a : 


TABLE VIII: DISTRIBUTION OF MEAN SCORES: BY SEX ON A13- POINT 


ALICE DZEN GROSS" . os 


VARIABLE NUMBER MEAN STANDARD, STANDARD POOLED VARIANCE . 
OF CASES ‘ DEVIATION ‘ERROR — ESTIMATE. 

rr wee in aw en a a wn a rn a np nn nnn nn nn sn enn inn nnn nn ne nen ene e eee nt 

ee -. 4°. DEG.OF’ ” 2-TATL 

Go. wins ? emt, § VAL. FREMDOM =~ PROB, 

. GROUP 1 14 1.3571: 1,336" 0.357 - -2.31 24 0. 088 


1.557 


2.6667 


GROUP 2 


DISTRIBUTION OF MEAN SCORES. BY SEX ON.A i3- POINT.” 
~PATHOLOGY IN BBU ERI EAD oS 
SORULAMON Sk PULATION . ae eae : 


es anna NUMBER STANDARD STANDARD ~ 
ae: OF CASES - DEVIATION .- ERROR © 


ft CE DR eee ed wn ne rt nnn ne es nn nn ne nn nn nee ie enn ne ne ee ete 
y = omen oy 


( ~ 
f f 


GROUP1.. 43 0, 6744 0.747 "9.04 


ee 


TABLE IX: 


gfe de Ah Sagat 


0. 9615 : 0.662. 


wwe enon eat wma aan vewe een ag owenawccwte ee me ee —— a 


Hypothesis Iv (a) is not accepted a as stated. “A significant” a 
difference was found but with contrary findings. ie was. ‘the: irls” 
‘ oF rathee than the boys meng Memans Taied ithe: greatest frequency of | 
“pathology. 4 i. S & cee" eg t. i.’ a 
eo Hypothesis IV (b)’ ‘is accepted as Stated. No significant 
dtierenas, was ut between superior boy smeadens and superior ae: 
girl- -readers in terms. of freunency of occurrence of f thesefihirteen : 


pathologies. at o ig. 


nyt owt fe + |. ALICE DZEN GROSS f°) ¢ 


1 : 4 7 . ”™ gu? © 2 . r é 

« « : “7v . Ld 4 * , a i 

Rh ae _ » SUMMARY _ . a : , ; 

‘v ‘ Ri * ’ ‘ ; . : ne : 

. S = - * \ ‘e ai v.* % . | 

“5 The general aim of this igvestigation was tu testa long- , 7 


‘ standing assumption in Education; namely, , that reading ability in 


a 


elementary grades is differentiated by. ex. The ‘Gtyeclinn of stiles : . an 


oy ence tends to. ‘favor girls as superior t oys in learning ‘to read. 


| Biological theories of innate differences. have been piteres as pur- 


. ’ 


ported ex’plariation of this phenomenon. oe. ee 


J is Resulta of this, investigation of elemeyitary grades within an - 


. “ 
‘ . 


Israeli kibbutz, system demonstrated no differences in gender with res ne : 
= | 
gard to performance in reading level and mendineda to read, 


In addition, no gender differences were evident in the a - 


" 


‘frequency of occurrence of reading disability and maturational lag, BS 
mixed GOMES EGS and twelve selected indices of psychopathology ‘ey hs 

children, The general and specific results of this. study do not lend » ‘ 

_ Support to current proieg at theorie purporting ‘to pale girls' | . jy 


supertority in reading. 


. e & 


The kibbutz clinie was an ideal place in: which to patna data -. - : 
on sex differences in numerous pathologies. It offers a rare opportunity . -- 


to discover a closer estimate of prevalence as compared to incidence - ‘ 


of pathdlogy.- | go 3 et t 


4 


..' * One ex planation for this advantageous position of the kibbutz 
clinic is the completeness and accuracy of health records, Through an 
investigation of the written records, the characteristics and problems of - 


ee 


kibbutz children can be traced rather accurately from Tnfancy to" youth. - 


% + 
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| Records include recorded obsérvations of.' 'metaplot" and teachers, 
as | well as medical records. ‘In this ig the high rate of popu- 
lation stability in the average kibbutz ‘constitutes a supplemetianyis set i ie 
(Kaffman, 1965). a pe: 8 if | 


+. 


s 


An additional advantage is the form of education, "Collective" 8 ny 
education gives a more positive guarantee of early diagnosis than. any | XK : 
a @ = other form af sdecution: Since the emg grows up ina. children’ 8 home, , 
he. or she is unvef obstrvation by anobjective eye from the first ei ot 
_ of life. alan cea ties approach is more objective and’ less affect 
' Vive than that of parents, can be helpful to the latter in. connectiog with : 
overcoming their. reluctance to consult the experts. In a non-kibbutz 4 <% 

Samily it is sometimes realized only late that the child i handicapped, 
_ particularly a a first child, because, there is no: other child against whom to . ies 


‘compare his/ her development. ‘Sven when the: parents sense that all’ is 


: ay y ‘ .not well, they tend to overlook this, to delude themselves, it is so dif- 
ficult to face the bitterstruth and turn for help... ae tate dase, thee re 
pe ae es “ess A third advantage of kibbutz clinical data when attempting to : eg 
id =, ; _ determine "prevalence" rather tham"incidence" of pathology, ° isthe. = 
3 Fe accessibility of the clinic to all members of. the kibbutz population, There 
i, 2 o fae discrimination on the basis of financial yeasgnees , social status or* 
| sex as exists in our society, =. - . ; 

_ Abundant eceeiples of unreliability of percentage of patho-, : _ 
ce ' logies m Aitevicit clinics, due to social and sexual biases can be found 
| eo ‘ a a new book. just published by Nicholas: Hobbs. ! He charges sexual 


FG aye ae re eRe 


Ps : 


. a ; - Co ‘ é dg) 
aioe ‘Nicholas Hobbs, The Futures of Children: Cate aries, Labels ss 
ee - * and Their Consequences (San i a ae California: Jossey Bass, ‘ 

ates | April O75), pp. 19-41. oa aor 
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' More boys were brought to educational oe authoriti 8 for evalu- _ - 


; - . - ¥ 4 | ‘ . 
any te ation and such actions were generally taken atleast two years sooner % nF 


‘rt ‘ for males than for females of the same mental age; girls |segretated as" vs 
: a ! 
es ‘ mentally deficient were more defective than boys so nde gated; fewer. ° 


: be I f girls were segregated than boys; ‘ad ithe gir ls who were si gregated had * 
Nt . ; . F 
a remained in the gengrat Poe ate longer than the boys. : iearly, boyse. | 


& 
who deviated. font the norm were. ieds tolerated in the ho e, ‘school, . 0 
om, ; a P . \: 

a% or community than girls. 


et _ 4 Recent data BRIDES SS, from clemeritary and: seco ohdary school 
. a ee teachers suggest that there is still greater | tolerance of de 
Jette tone ior among females than among males (Herson, 1972; “Phil ps, 1964; a 
Yamamoto and Dizney, 1967; Sy: Veroff and Feld, 1960). . 
, In American clinics we do not have data on the number of: ‘ 
ee ta children who may actually expérience reading disability, but rather upon | a 
eh those subjects whom sqgmeone saw fit to-také action (Of: ane 5 ark. or another 


i 


| we) |, thereby making these cases accessible to. researchers} 1h ! Sari. Y 


The true Aotoalinne of reading disability is not known an The’ 7: 


kibbutz clinic’ is more Hey to approximate it closer ‘than 1 clinics in the ares a 


‘he 
e 


pa? Us ir a, and other Western countries. | : ap sit, 
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improvement of rea ing ‘performance for. hove: in the elem fidey 
be 7 grades ade! copcurre ly, enhance their ea eo This 
' investigatio into the laut cutee disclosed an équally. high qual- 


_ ty perforap ance level for both sexes, which in rod t may be attributed ‘ , 


his finding should contribute 19 ee rethinking ; 


-s ‘strate; ifficulties in reading. In particular, this may xive saucatove ‘ | a 


»- # 


a = 


1 entrance for boys and 
es 
\- , 
ae - * 196% 
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to ‘reconsider current pular recommendations Buc as delayed Fed 
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Hurley, 1965; Strickler, ¥971).' The under} fing pu siponeil for such : 
st froaches are.to alleviate, the lowered self-esteem ex riended by. bovis. ; “Fag 


ei emaiain MOMEVER, sig converse ae \ pibe os These” 
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ditional impetus to a pervasive heer perme vegard- 
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ess, of its origin ® he: intent’ can only delimit individual freedom. oe re 2 
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